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CUTS FORCE 51% OF VOLUNTARY AND COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS TO CLOSE SERVICES IN LONDON

London Voluntary Service Council (LVSC) has today launched its Big Squeeze report, which shows that over half (51%) of voluntary and community organisations responding to its survey closed services last year due to the impact of the public spending cuts and the economic climate. 

The research also finds that preventative services in London are being disproportionately cut, particularly in advice, health and children & young people’s services. 

Other headline findings from the report are:
· 97% said the economic climate had a negative impact on their service users in 2010–11

· 86% expect demand for their services to increase in 2011–12

· 77% were not confident they could meet increases in demand in 2011–12
· 77% expect public sector funding of their organisation to decrease in 2011–12 

· 54% of organisations expect more services to close in 2011–12

The research findings are based on a survey of voluntary and community organisations delivering services in London. 
The report shows that there has also been a year-on-year increase in demand for services each year since 2008–09 and that cuts to voluntary and community organisations in London are disproportionately higher than any national or local government cuts. 

The report also shows that whilst demand for volunteering has increased, most organisations’ capacity to support volunteering has decreased. A disproportionate number of children & young people services are closing whilst equalities groups and the poorest have been disproportionately affected.
“This survey shows the disproportionate impact of the economic climate and public spending cuts on the most disadvantaged Londoners and the VCS organisations who support them” says Peter Lewis, Chief Executive of LVSC.

“Whilst local authorities and government departments have complained about 8% cuts, many charities and voluntary organisations have faced 20-30% cuts. Our evidence shows that those Londoners who are already most disadvantaged are baring the brunt of these cuts.”
“But perhaps the most worrying thing is that it seems cost-effective preventative services are being targeted the most for immediate cuts.”

 
To download a copy of the Big Squeeze report visit www.lvsc.org.uk/.


-ENDS-

Editors notes

· Contact information for images, interviews and further info:
Mariam Sheikh, Communication Officer
T: 020 7832 5822  E: mariam@lvsc.org.uk
· The London Voluntary Service Council (LVSC) is a strategic and independent voice for London’s voluntary and community sector. We support London's 60,000 plus voluntary and community organisations to improve the lives of Londoners. http://www.lvsc.org.uk/
Key information about LVSC’s Big Squeeze survey:

· The Big Squeeze survey was open to London’s voluntary and community sector during April and May 2011. It represents an up-to-date snapshot of the impact of the economic climate and recent policy changes on Londoners and the voluntary and community sector (VCS) that serves them.

· 120 organisations (representing many services) responded to the survey.

· The 2011 survey was conducted in partnership with LASA, London Funders, Women’s Resource Centre, Greater London Volunteering, Stonewall Housing, London Community Resource Network, London Civic Forum, Children England, ROTA, HEAR, City Bridge Trust and Ethical Property Foundation. 
· Download the Big Squeeze survey summary and full report from our website, available on 20.07.11.
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