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A brief history of LVSC through the decades since its foundation in 1910.

1910s      

London Voluntary Service Council, then known as the Social Welfare Association for London, was founded in 1910.  Its aims were to secure co-operation between social, charitable and industrial undertakings and establish councils of social welfare in every metropolitan borough.  Among the Association's first initiatives were the setting up of a central health committee for London and a survey of orphanages.

The National Council of One Parent Families - then called the National Council for the Unmarried Mother and her Child - was founded in 1918 as the result of a conference organised by the Association.

1920s        

Now called the London Council of Social Service (LCSS), the organisation had no paid staff and just one desk and telephone.  It campaigned on youth unemployment, establishing a "poor man's lawyer" system and preservation of London squares.

1940s        

The Second World War was the catalyst for a great expansion of voluntary social work and with its unrivalled contacts on the ground, the Council was uniquely placed to deal with the unprecedented situation brought about by the start of the blitz.

The British Ministry of Home Security produced a pamphlet, After the Raid, in which people who were bombed out of their homes were advised "to keep in touch with your friends and relatives send your new address to the London Council of Social Service".

Citizen's Advice Bureaux in London grew out of the activities of the LCSS during the war and work with commonwealth citizens led to the development of Community Relations Councils and the Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants.

1950s        

Pressure for provision of housing and guidance on setting up community associations were taken up by the LSCC in the decades after the war.  Part of its work involved the provision of "home-making" classes for families moving into new accommodation. 

LCSS expanded its work with overseas students and immigrants, contributing to the formation of the Advisory Committee on the Welfare of West Indians in London.  

1960s        

LCSS played a crucial role in reshaping the voluntary sector after London government reorganisation and continued its work with community groups, estate committees and youth leaders.  In 1965 the Council initiated a new monthly publication on social services in London, concentrating on recent legislation, new services and experimental work by the voluntary and statutory sectors.

1970s        

The Council moved to new offices, setting up a Volunteers Advisory Service and Migrant Services Unit.  In 1970, it transferred its immigration casework to the Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants, which remains a member of LVSC today.  

As industrial tension mounted, LCSS pressed for better statutory provision and promoted the establishment of specialist organisations such as Greater London Association for Disabled People and Age Concern.  Information and advice for local councils of social service proved invaluable to volunteers and statutory services.  In 1974, with inflation ravaging the country, LCSS took an active lobbying role in demanding that government inform people of their welfare rights.

In 1978 LCSS registered itself as a company with charitable status and adopted the new name of London Voluntary Service Council (LVSC). 

1980s        

LVSC was facing a funding crisis brought about by high inflation, cuts in public expenditure and loss of funding from the EEC.  It sought new funding from the business community and encouraged wealth-creating projects.  Sales of Voluntary but not Amateur, today in its 7th edition, soared and the book remains an industry standard.  Voluntary Voice replaced the old Voluntary News, becoming a major journal for voluntary organisations in London.

In 1984, the new Director, Paul Sommerfield, added his voice to the debate about the intended abolition of the GLC, saying that without a strategic authority for London, many issues such as racism and homelessness would not be adequately confronted.

1990s        

Baroness Howells of St David, listed as one the 100 Great Black Britons, was Vice Chair in the 1990s, when LVSC was invited to take part in several significant cross-sector initiatives aimed at improving the quality of life for Londoners.  We made sure that London's voluntary agencies contributed to London Agenda 21, continued to participate in the London Pride Partnership and presented the case for voluntary sector involvement in London governance and planning.

We renewed our close relationship with Councils for Voluntary Service, providing drop-in fundraising surgeries at local sites and local training.  1996 was the first year of the Pan-London Community Regeneration Consortium - jointly led by LVSC and bassac - which funded the London Regeneration Network.  

PEACe, the Personnel and Employment Advice and Conciliation Service, was launched in September 1996 and handled 300 enquiries in its first six months.  The year also saw the launch of a Funding Service to provide high quality advice and support on funding and fundraising.

In 1997, LVSC increased its efforts to establish a Civic Forum for London, an idea welcomed in a white paper on London government.  In 1998, LVSC was a founding member of the London Development Partnership, forerunner of the London Development Agency.

2000s        

2001: Third Sector Alliance (3SA) network launched to influence London policies.  Seminar to mark the first Holocaust Memorial Day.

2002: Second-Tier Advisors Network (STAN) formed by amalgamating three separate second-tier networks.  

2003: Funding shortfall forced LVSC to take drastic steps, including some redundancies.  However, we remained committed to expanding and improving services.

2005: LVSC commissioned by the Government Office for London to produce London Regional ChangeUp Plan to improve support to the voluntary and community sector.

2006: New website launched following a major period of development.  Now receives over half a million visits a year.

2007: Big Lottery Funding secured for a new project to support BMER organisations accessing HR and employment advice.  Cascade network for second-tier information workers launched.

2008: Year ended with significant surplus and reserves were designated to a search for new office premises.  We supported VCS involvement in the Olympics and the Big Opportunity Partnership.  Our Big Squeeze campaign began to measure the impact of the recession on communities served by London VCS.

2009: LVSC moved to Old Street.  We consulted on and launched a new vision and strategic objectives. 
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