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THE BIG SQUEEZE: NEW SURVEY TO MAP IMPACT OF CUTS IN LONDON

LVSC launches ‘Big Squeeze’ survey to map the impact of cuts on London’s voluntary and community organisations and Londoners


London Voluntary Service Council (LVSC) has today launched a third ‘Big Squeeze’ survey to study the impact of the recession and public spending cuts on the capital’s voluntary and community sector (VCS) organisations and the Londoners they serve.

LVSC and its partners are seeking responses from across London’s VCS to ensure it gathers the fullest picture on the cuts to these organisations and their services. The survey is an opportunity for organisations to voice the issues affecting them as a result of spending cuts and the recession. The information can help influence strategic policy and decision-makers to understand the impact of recent cuts and the recession and how this affects Londoners reliant on voluntary services. 

“It is vital we get as many organisations as possible to complete the survey” says Peter Lewis, Chief Executive of LVSC, “Many are facing the heavy axe of public spending cuts across different funding streams, and only they are in a position to explain how it has affected them and their beneficiaries.”
“Our previous Big Squeeze surveys have led to tangible changes in funders approaches, the setting up of the London Debt Strategy Group by the Mayor, and direct dialogue with decision-makers. The more information we get, the more powerful our messages will be”.

LVSC is encouraging all VCS organisations in London to take part and have a say on how the cuts are affecting their organisations and the crucial services they provide to Londoners.

To take part in the 2011 survey or to view electronic copies of reports produced to date visit www.lvsc.org.uk/bigsqueeze. The survey closes at the end of May 2011 and results will be released in mid July 2011.


-ENDS-

Editors notes

· Contact information for images, interviews and further info:
Mariam Sheikh, Communication Officer
T: 020 3349 8905  E: mariam@lvsc.org.uk
· For information about the survey specifically:
Sandra van der Feen, Research & Capacity Building Development Officer
T: 0203 349 8936  E: Sandra@lvsc.org.uk 

· The London Voluntary Service Council (LVSC) is a strategic and independent voice for London’s voluntary and community sector. We support London's 60,000 plus voluntary and community organisations to improve the lives of Londoners. www.lvsc.org.uk
· Partners for this year’s Big Squeeze survey are: London Funders; Greater London Volunteering; MiNet; Race on the Agenda (ROTA); HEAR; Women’s Resource Centre (WRC); London Civic Forum; LASA; Children England; City Bridge Trust; Stonewall Housing; London Community Resource Network and Ethical Property Foundation.


Key information from the 2010 Big Squeeze campaign:

· London’s most vulnerable communities are still being hit worst by the recession; 

· Increased demand for charitable services has been significant and quantifiable;

· Over 90% of charities had taken action to meet the changing needs of their communities, but most were concerned about their ability to continue to meet these needs; 

· Increasing levels of unemployment had most severely hit disabled people, people from Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic (BAME) communities and young people; 

· There is clear psychological fallout of the recession - in terms of increasing levels of mental ill-health.

About the Big Squeeze:

The Big Squeeze is a research-led campaign that started in early 2009. A web-based and postal survey of VCS groups ran between January and April 2009, with an interim report published in February 2009 and full phase 1 report, including case study evidence and wider analysis, in July 2009.  The second survey was published in May 2010. 

London's Voluntary and Community Sector comprises of:

· Nearly 30,000 registered charities, and tens of thousands more unregistered community groups and around 4,000 social enterprises; 

· 7% of London's workforce;

· Around 2.5 million active volunteers each year;

· An economic turnover contributing around £16bn annually to London's economy.

(Data commissioned by LVSC from Guidestar Data Services, February 2010)
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