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NEW OPPORTUNTIES FOR PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSIONERS TO WORK WITH VOLUNTARY AND COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 


The London Voluntary Service Council (LVSC) is alerting public health commissioners to the On the Radar project. It will result in a database of voluntary and community sector (VCS) organisations that deliver public health services in London to be used by commissioners appointing new health service contracts.

The project will also enable London’s public health commissioners to identify gaps in services and new development opportunities for VCS organisations. Those in the sector can use the database to research possible partner organisations in their area or if they want to know about a range of other public health services delivered by voluntary and community organisations
Services such as alcohol and drug misuse prevention, healthy lifestyle improvement and prevention of ill health to domestic violence victims for example will all be able to benefit from being on the database. The project will ultimately ensure VCS organisations raise the profile of their work and demonstrate their impact to a relevant audience of public health decision-makers, increasing opportunities for organisations to be commissioned in the future. The project fits the Government’s ‘Big Society’ agenda by helping voluntary and community groups to deliver public service contracts.

Peter Lewis, Chief Executive of LVSC, said:

‘In such a volatile funding climate, where the public health sector is also being reorganised, it is important for charities and voluntary organisations to ensure commissioners know where they can find voluntary sector providers. This project does just that.

‘This is a real opportunity for public health commissioners to find out more about the successful work that voluntary and community sector groups do to improve health and well-being. At a time when the health service is undergoing huge changes, On the Radar will promote the work of the sector and facilitate partnership working to deliver the best results for people living in the capital.’

The project will focus mainly on alcohol related services for the first month and will potentially be rolled out to include all public health services at a later stage. An official launch event for the On the Radar database will be held in June 2011.


Interested individuals should contact research@lvsc.org.uk to get involved in the project.
-ENDS-


Editors notes

· Media contact for images and interviews:
Mariam Sheikh, Communication Officer
T: 020 3349 8905
E: mariam@lvsc.org.uk
· For general information about the project:
Sandra van der Feen, Research & Capacity Building Development Officer
T: 0203 349 8936 E: Sandra@lvsc.org.uk 

· The London Voluntary Service Council (LVSC) is a strategic and independent voice for London’s voluntary and community sector. LVSC’s vision is of a vibrant and sustainable city where the lives of Londoners are enhanced through voluntary and community action. www.lvsc.org.uk
· About the database project

LVSC has been commissioned by the Department of Health to develop this pilot project and is working in partnership with London Drugs & Alcohol Network, Voluntary Action Camden, Age UK London and consultants to deliver support to VCS organisations and enable commissioners to work with them.

The project will ensure that during and after transition from PCT to GP commissioning and the development of local Health and Wellbeing Boards, London’s GPs and Borough’s are supported to commission appropriate, evidence-based and locally led services.

It is anticipated that the database will become live in June this year. 
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